TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS'   SCHOOL

restriction of time and with an entire absence of
domination from the teacher. At the same time equal
freedom and opportunity to acquire skill is given to the
child who may show an early interest in reading or
number.

This principle of learning through activity, of gain-
ing first-hand experience of varied material through
constructive and make-believe play must be traced to
Professor Dewey (born 1859).

The Influence of Dewey

While Professor of Education at Chicago University,
Dewey opened an experimental school designed to test
his views on education. In the belief that it is only
through the satisfaction of a child's natural interests
that personality will be harmoniously developed, Dewey
substituted for the conventional classroom, planned for
passive learning, an environment that would afford
opportunity for learning through direct experience.

From the earliest days in school, children were to be
free to investigate and ask questions, to work with a
variety of tools and materials, to build, dig, sew, weave,
cook, draw and paint, model- with plastic materials, to
keep house and play at shops. The spirit of competition
was replaced by one of mutual help and co-operation.

The teacher's function was to direct the children's
activity so that interest was lifted to a higher plan$ of
intellectual development, through the study of cett&in